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About the talk:  The Tower of Hanoi graphs 
are intricate, highly symmetric, little-known 
combinatorial graphs that arise from the 
multipeg generalization of the well-known 
Tower of Hanoi puzzle.   

In this talk, we'll tour this family of graphs, 
exploring what we and others have shown, and 
what is open for further investigation.  We'll 
count the order, size, and degrees of vertices 
and show how alternate counts can be used to 
derive combinatorial identities.  We'll describe 
the standard labeling of these graphs, from 
which we demonstrate that although these 
graphs become more complex as their order 
increases, one measure of their complexity---
the chromatic number---remains remarkably 
simple. 

 
About the speaker:  Dr. Suzanne DorŽe 
earned her B.A. in mathematics at the 
University of Delaware - Newark and her Ph.D. 
in mathematics at the University of Wisconsin.  
She has taught at Augsburg College since 1989 
where she adores working with students Ð from 
directing undergraduate research projects in 
combinatorics, to helping mathematics majors 
develop their reasoning and speaking skills, to 
engaging diverse learners in the developmental 
algebra course she developed.  For fun, Prof 
DorŽe enjoys playing bridge, solving puzzles, 
interior design, and getting her hands dirty, 
literally, in the garden. 
 
About 6th Floor, RMS:  Sixth floor of Regents 
Hall of Mathematical Sciences (the new MSCS 
building) is by far the coolest study-lounge 
space on campus.. 

Title: The Tower of Hanoi Graphs 

Presenter:  Suzanne DorŽe, 
    Augsburg College 
Date:   Tuesday October 6th  

Time:  1:30pm 
Location: 6th Floor, RMS 
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Art from Math, Math as Art 
 
The amazing exhibition at the Flaten Art 
Museum in Dittman concludes October 23rd, so 
if you havenÕt seen it yet, go check it out! 
There are two supplementary events, which Ð 
given how mindblowing the first one was Ð will 
be very much worth your time! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information visit: http://www. 
stolaf.edu/depts/art/museum/exhibition.html 
 

Putnam Registration!  
 
This year's William Lowell Putnam 
Mathematical Competition will be held on 
Saturday, December 5. The exam is quite 
challenging and advertises that it "will be 
constructed to test originality as well as 
technical competence." Every year, thousands 
of undergraduates from across North America 
compete.  
 
Since the registration forms are due very soon, 
anyone who is interested (whether having taken 
the exam before or not) should contact Prof. 
Berliner (berliner@stolaf.edu) no later than 
Tuesday, October 6.  Please sign up even if 
there is a small chance you will want to 
participate.  If you sign up, you don't have to 
take the exam, but you can't take it if you don't 
sign up! 
 

In addition, the problem-solving group, which 
meets Thursdays 6:30-7:30 pm in RNS 204, 
will be looking at old Putnam problems in 
preparation for this year's contest. 

 
GRE Subject Test Review 

 
If you are planning to take the GRE subject test 
in mathematics this fall (November 7), now is a 
good time to start reviewing.  A lot of the test is 
calculus you might have forgotten by now.  
Professor Woo will be holding evening review 
sessions on a convenient evening.    
 
If  you are interested, please send him an e-mail 
(woo@stolaf.edu) with a list of possible and 
desirable evenings today(Friday, October 2nd)! 
 

 
 
Editor-in-Chief:  Vladimir Sotirov 
Faculty Advisor: Katie Ziegler-Graham 

Mess Czar:   Donna Brakke 

If you would like to submit an article or math event to be 
published in the Math Mess, e-mail sotirov@stolaf.edu. 

Event: Illustrated Talk  
Title: ÒTiled Works Based on the 

Goldbach ConjectureÓ 

Presenter:  Sharol Nau 
Date:   Thursday, Oct 8th  

Time:  7:00 pm 
Location: Dittman 305 

Event: Northfield Gallery Crawl  

Date:   Thursday, Oct 8th  

Time:  6:00 pm-9:00pm 


